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      Supervised consumption and overdose prevention sites are safe spaces where teams of trained staff monitor people who use illicit drugs while they use to help prevent and recover from overdoses.
    

        Supervised Consumption Sites (SCS) legally operate through federal exemptions under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act. Insite, Dr. Peter Centre and Hope to Health operate SCS in the VCH region.


Overdose Prevention Sites (OPS) operate legally through a Provincial Ministerial Order related to the public health overdose emergency. Within the VCH region, there are 12 OPS serving different communities.


Both SCSs and OPSs are beneficial for people who use drugs and the community because they:


	Help save lives by responding to overdoses quickly.
	Help prevent the transmission of infectious diseases.
	Connect people to health services, including primary care, mental health and substance use treatment.
	Bring stability to the community by improving public order and reducing consumption taking place on the street.



    

  


        

                  
    
                            
                    



      
      What’s available at SCS and OPSs
    

    

  
    	Free harm reduction supplies
	Witnessed drug consumption by health-care providers and/or peers
	Timely overdose response from trained providers
	Drug checking services
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                                          Overdose prevention sites and supervised consumption sites
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                    Overdose Prevention Site (OPS) manual

                                          Manual for service providers interested in developing overdose prevention and response policies and protocols (to develop an OPS).
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                     Overdose response, naloxone & training

                                          Information and resources on how to prevent and respond to overdoses.
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                    Substance use and harm reduction resources for health professionals and service providers

                                          Substance use and harm reduction training, education and other resources for health professionals, service providers and overdose prevention sites.
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      Other sites
    

    

  
    For other OPS/SCS services across BC please click here or visit the Toward the Heart Site Finder to search an area for an OPS/SCS and harm reduction services and supplies.
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      Was this page helpful?
    

      The VCH web team reviews website suggestions weekly for common themes. While we won't provide direct responses, your feedback is valuable.

For non-website-related questions or feedback, please contact us. Health-related queries should be directed to your primary care provider or HealthLinkBC at 8-11.

Protecting your privacy is a priority. Avoid including names or identifying details. Learn more on our Privacy and Terms of Use page.
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        Thank you for pointing out what we can do better in the future.
      






              
  

  
    
      Vancouver Coastal Health is committed to delivering exceptional care to 1.25 million people, including the First Nations, Métis and Inuit, within the traditional territories of the Heiltsuk, Kitasoo-Xai’xais, Lil’wat, Musqueam, N’Quatqua, Nuxalk, Samahquam, shíshálh, Skatin, Squamish, Tla’amin, Tsleil-Waututh, Wuikinuxv, and Xa’xtsa.
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